The intramolecular alkylation of haloamides 18 where there is similar opportunity for formation of four member as well as of six member rings, leads to the formation of /?-lactams rather than that of six member rings. The study further shows that when the activity on the methyne hydrogen is simultaneously afforded by an aliphatic carbonyl and phenyl substituents, cyclisation can be effected by the weak base triethylamine. The paper records the synthesis of two unique dumbell shaped /^-lactams 19. 
Amines 12 and amides 13 are listed in Table 1 together with their physical characteristics.
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